
BUSY BEES!
 

PROTECTION OF

NATIVE BEES

There are  more than
1 ,600  species of  bee

native to  Austral ia

Native bees are  important
pol l inators for  nat ive p lants,  as

wel l  as  many food crops

Most of  our  nat ive bees are
sol itary ,  meaning they l ive  a lone -

they don't  l ive  in  h ives,  l ike  the
introduced honey bee.  

 
Instead,  most of  our  nat ive bees
nest  in  the ground,  or  in  cavit ies

l ike the inside of  a  f lower  stalk  or
hol low branch

Native bees don't  have
a queen or  food stores
to protect,  so they are

not  aggressive and
rarely  st ing

W
W

U
L

.
O

R
G

.
A

U

Protect  their  natural  habitat

Plant  lots  of  d ifferent  f lower ing p lants,  and include

plants that  f lower  at  d ifferent  t imes throughout the year

Don't  use pestic ides

Leave some undisturbed ground for  them to burrow into

Leave dead twigs and branches for  them to nest  in

Provide some water ,  perhaps in  a  b i rd  bath with  some

pebbles in  i t

Bui ld  a  Bee Hotel  (or  two!)

YOU CAN HELP OUR NATIVE BEES!
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NATIVE BEES LOVE

NATIVE PLANTS!

REFERENCES & MORE INFO

Aussie  Bee -  aussiebee.com.au

Bee Aware Br isbane -

beeawarebr isbane.org

Bees Business -

beesbusiness.com.au

Bush Bl itz  -  bushbl itz .org.au

Some great  choices include:
Acacia  (Watt les)
Banksia
Bursar ia
Cal l istemon (Bott lebrushes)
Correa
Dianel la  (F lax-L i l ies)
Eremophi la
Grevi l lea
Hakea
Hardenbergia
Leptospermum (Tea Trees)
Pultenaea (Bush Peas)

Bees have a  head,
thorax and abdomen.

They have s ix  legs,  two
pairs  of  wings,  two

antennae,  mandibles
( jaws)  and f ive eyes!

Green Carpenter  Bees
are g lossy metal l ic
green,  with  t ints  of

yel low or  b lue.  They cut
burrows in  f lower  stalks

or  soft  p ithy  dead t imber

Leafcutter  Bees cut
discs of  soft  p lant

leaves and weave them
together  to  construct
brood cel ls .  They nest

in  hol low stems,
cavit ies or  rock

crevices

Teddy Bear  Bees are  covered in
furry  orange-brown hairs .  They

are c lose re lat ives of  B lue
Banded Bees,  with  both bui ld ing

shal low burrows in  soft  soi l ,
and often nesting in  art if ic ia l

rammed-earth nests


