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Creating vegetation profiles of the Northern Murrumbidgee Catchment

within the South West Slopes Bioregion for better revegetation and

restoration projects. https://revegetation.org.au

The issue

The South West Slopes Bioregion, with only 16% native vegetation remaining, is one of

Australia’s most heavily cleared landscapes. In the late 1990s, the South West Slopes

Revegetation Guide was created, hailed as the ‘Bible’ by landholders and industry profes-

sionals. The resource is compiled with detailed plant lists at the sub-catchment level

breakdowns to simplify revegetation projects. However, a major portion of the northern

Murrumbidgee Slopes, covering 22,770 square kilometres, were excluded due to intense

clearing and cropping the void. This significant gap left a vast area without tailored

revegetation guidance, presenting a critical issue for restoration efforts.

The solution

The Landcare-led Landscape Resilience – tools and data for restoration project, a collab-

oration between Holbrook Landcare Network (HLN) and Murrumbidgee Landcare

Incorporated (MLi), secured funding from the Federal Government’s Future Drought

Fund. This enabled revision and expansion of the South West Slopes Revegetation Guide,

creating a lasting digital resource. MLi sifted through extensive data sets, consulted ex-

perts, and mobilised passionate locals to map 28 new sub-catchments to develop detailed

vegetation profiles. The final product is a comprehensive, accessible digital tool that fills

a critical gap, supporting effective restoration across the region with up-to-date, locally

tailored information.

The impact

The addition of 28 new sub-catchments with detailed vegetation profiles has greatly en-

hanced restoration efforts in the northern Murrumbidgee Slopes. These profiles provide

locally specific plant lists tailored to each sub-catchment’s conditions, enabling more ef-

fective and ecologically appropriate revegetation. This targeted approach improves bio-

diversity, stabilises soils, and supports riparian health, contributing to reduced erosion

and better water quality. By filling a major knowledge gap, the new data empowers land-

holders and practitioners to undertake restoration with confidence, ultimately strength-

ening landscape resilience and ecological function across a previously neglected but vi-

tal area.

Learnings

Creating vegetation profiles involves mapping major creek catchments and geosocial

boundaries, then dividing the landscape into vertical zones—rocky outcrops to flood-

plains—each with reference sites for ideal outcomes. Plant lists feature readily available

and ecologically important species rather than whole communities. Key indicator species

help assess site condition, supporting targeted restoration and practical local action.

Key facts

28 new sub-catchments mapped—clos-

ing a key restoration gap in the north-

ern Murrumbidgee Slopes

Collaborative, data-driven process—

leveraging expert and local input for

accuracy.

Lasting digital tool—supporting ongo-

ing landscape repair and resilience.
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