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An evening community event focused on citizen science and nocturnal
wildlife. It included an introduction to iNaturalist, talks on local wildlife,
habitat conservation, and a guided night walk.

The issue

Many people are interested in local wildlife but are unsure how to get involved in con-
servation in a practical and accessible way. There are also limited opportunities for rural
communities to learn about nocturnal wildlife and contribute to environmental moni-
toring. The community event aimed to increase awareness of local species, encourage
community participation in citizen science and demonstrate how simple tools like iNatu-
ralist can help build local environmental knowledge.

The solution

The event was delivered as a community evening focused on nocturnal wildlife and citi-
zen science. The program began indoors with an introduction to using iNaturalist, help-
ing participants understand how to record and share biodiversity observations. This was
followed by guest speaker Mason Crane from the Biodiversity Conservation Trust (BCT)
who spoke about BCT programs and key nocturnal species, including their behaviours
and habitats.

The evening then moved outdoors for a guided night walk, giving participants the
chance to experience local wildlife firsthand. During the walk, participants saw brushtail
possums, owls and bats, whilst hearing the distinctive call of Boobook owls, bringing the
learning to life in a real landscape setting.

The impact e 24 attendees
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The event provided a memorable and accessible introduction to citizen science, increas-
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ing participants’ awareness of how tools like iNaturalist can support environmental
understanding. o Citizen Science skills developed through

iNaturalist presentation.
Attendees gained a better understanding of local, nocturnal species and the importance

of habitat conservation. The guided walk created an engaging way for people to connect
with nature through direct experience. Strong community interest and positive feedback
highlighted the value of hands-on environmental learning opportunities.
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